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ACT
The ACT assesses stu-

dent ability in English usage, 
reading (social studies, sci-
ence, art/literature), math-
ematics usage, and science 
reasoning. The following 
chart provides a compari-
son of average ACT scores 
at MBHS compared to na-
tional averages for the past 
12 years.  Scores range up 
to 36.

Jackie Simons, Mountain 
Brook Schools’ Director of 
Instruction notes something 
else about Mountain Brook 
High School ACT scores.  
“Not only have MBHS 
scores consistently exceed-
ed national averages, but 
the 2007 MBHS scores are 
the highest recorded during 
this 12-year period.  We are 
proud of our students’ ac-
complishments reflected by 
these scores.”

SAT
Beginning in 2005, the 

SAT was modified and 
lengthened. Changes in-
cluded the removal of anal-
ogy questions from the 
Critical Reading section 

ACADEMIC MEASURES OffER 
EvIDENCE Of ExCELLENCE

Year MBHS National

1996 24.4 20.9

1997 24.4 21.0

1998 24.6 21.0

1999 24.5 21.0

2000 25.4 21.0

2001 24.1 21.0

2002 25.2 20.8

2003 25.1 20.8

2004 25.3 20.9

2005 24.8 20.9

2006 25.4 21.1

2007 25.8 21.2

2007 Mountain Brook 
High School Seniors’

ACT Scores Compared to 
National Averages

Mountain Brook High School Students are shown taking the PSAT in October.  
An estimated 1.3 million high school juniors and sophomores take the test annually.  
The scores from the PSAT are used to determine eligibility for the National Merit 
Scholarship Program.

Note:  Students depicted in photographs taking the PSAT are shown filling out 
demographic information and have not opened test booklets.  This is keeping with 
requirements for test security for the PSAT.

The Mountain Brook community can continue to point to its public school system—students, their 
parents, teachers and staff—and take pride in a tradition of academic excellence and accomplish-
ment.  During the entire history of Mountain Brook Schools, students have performed at the highest 
levels in Alabama and in the nation.  The Mountain Brook Board of Education recently reviewed an 
annual report on how our students performed on major standardized tests.  The complete report is 
available on the school system’s website at http://www.mtnbrook.k12.al.us/.  This article will focus on 
high school test results, specifically, the SAT, ACT and Advanced Placement testing.  

College entrance exams remain a significant factor used by colleges and universities in the admis-
sions process and in determining scholarship awards.  In addition, they are useful for comparing our 
students’ performance and preparation for postsecondary education to that of other schools in the 
nation.  “Even though there has been some controversy about the use of college admissions tests, they 
continue to be widely used by colleges both in the admissions process and scholarship awards,” says 
Karen Lytle Svetlay, College Admissions Counselor at Mountain Brook High School.  “Increasing 
numbers of our students are taking both the ACT and the SAT, and the truth is these scores are still 
important.”
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(which used to be known as the Verbal section) and removal of quantita-
tive comparisons from the Math section, and the inclusion of a Writing 
section (with an essay) based on the old SAT II Writing Subject Test. The 
Math section was expanded to cover three years of high school mathemat-
ics.  With this new version, scores can now range as high as 2400.  The 
following table compares the performance of 2007 MBHS seniors with 
national averages.

2007 National Merit Semifinalists from Mountain Brook High School

(L-R) Matthew Kelley, George Tankersley, Ian Dexter, Austin Eckhoff, Justin 
McKee, Julia Massey, Alex Daxis, Lizzy Ramsey, Steven Allon, Baker Lee, 
Matthew Mazer, Will Dodson, Not Pictured: Caroline Newman, Amanda Pearlstein, 
Robert Pritchett

“These averages are only one way of measuring our students’ accom-
plishments,” says Director of Student Services Dale Wisely, “but they are 
certainly striking.  When our average SAT scores exceed the national av-
erage by 261 points, we know we are doing well in our work with a very 
talented student body.”

ADvANCED PLACEMENT COURSES
One of the most striking trends at MBHS has been the growth of the 

Advanced Placement Program (AP).  This program provides an opportu-
nity for motivated high school students to take college-level courses in the 
high school environment.  “More and more of our high school students are 

2007 Mountain Brook High School Seniors’
SAT Scores Compared to National Averages

 National Average MBHS Average

Critical Reading 502 586

Math 515 604

Writing 494 582

TOTAL 1511 1772

taking advantage of our most challenging courses,” says School Superin-
tendent Charles Mason.  “The results are that they are better prepared for 
college and in a more competitive position for admission to the schools of 
their choice and for scholarships.”

Students are able to earn college credits in these AP courses, and the 
experience of taking the courses provides an excellent early exposure to the 

Of 1,400,000 high school students who take the PSAT, 50,000 are iden-
tified as “high scorers.”  From this group, 16,000 are then identified as 
National Merit Semifinalists.  Semifinalists represent slightly more than 
the top 1% of high school students taking the PSAT.  They are provided 
with scholarship applications and materials explaining requirements to 
advance in the competition for Merit Scholarship awards.  

At its October 8 meeting, the Mountain Brook Board of Education 
recognized Mountain Brook High School’s National Merit Semifinalists.  
Several of the semifinalists attended the meeting and were introduced 
by Assistant Principal Ben Hudson and College Advisor Karen Lytle Svet-
lay.  Board Vice Chair Lynn Lloyd congratulated the students for their 
hard work and for representing the high school.  Principal Dicky Barlow 
indicates that he is impressed that the most academically successful 
students at the high school are usually also highly involved in other non-
academic activities.  “Although these students obviously study hard,” 
says Barlow, “they are well-rounded young people with a wide range 
of interests.”

In addition, the Board recognized MBHS’s National Merit Commend-
ed Students. These are Brittany Bestwick, Patrick Dailey, David Dowd, 
Sarah Hansen, Craig Jones, Celia Litovsky, Caitlin McCluskey, Zach Mol-
lengarden, Andrew Patterson, Kimberly Rogers, David Schaeffer, Sarah 
Seibels, Allie Trant, Josey Windham, and Zach Zeigler.

Number of AP Tests Taken
by Mountain Brook Students
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It is the policy of the Mountain Brook Schools 
that no person within the district shall be excluded 
from participation in, denied the benefits of, or 
subject to discrimination on the basis of race, sex, 
color, religion, national origin, disability or age in 
any program, activity, or employment practice. 
The following person has been designated to 
handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination 
policies: Dr. Dale Wisely, Director of Student Ser-
vices, 32 Vine Street, Mountain Brook, AL  35223, 
205-877-8349, email: wise@mtnbrook.k12.al.us.

Mountain Brook 
Board of Education
Mr. Gary London, Chairman
Mrs. Lynn Lloyd, Vice-Chair
Dr. Eli Capiluto
Mr. Mike Thompson
Mrs. Jane Menendez
Dr. Charles Mason, 
Superintendent

more rigorous work typically required of college courses.  This chart shows 
the growth of this program at MBHS since 1992.  

“We have seen enormous growth in our students’ participation in the AP 
program, particularly in recent years,” says MBHS principal Dicky Barlow.  
“Our investment of resources in this area is significant, but we know our 
students benefit substantially.”   

“Forty-six percent of last year’s seniors and 43% of juniors took at least 
one AP exam, and succeeded on it,” reports Jackie Simons.  

AP tests are scored on the following numeric scale:
5: Extremely well-qualified
4: Well-qualified
3: Qualified
2: Possibly qualified
1: No recommendation 

These scores are often used by colleges to exempt students from intro-
ductory course work if  they demonstrate mastery through AP tests. Most 
accept scores of 4 or 5, and some accept scores of 3.   Mountain Brook 
students do well on the AP exams.  This table shows the percentage of 
students taking AP tests who score at each of the five levels compared to 
their peers nationally.  

Remarkably, 81% of MBHS students scored at the higher levels on these 
challenging exams.  

Standardized testing, always a part of  American education, has become even 
more a part of  the lives of students and educators under No Child Left Behind.  In 
addition, high school students take the PSAT, SAT, and ACT as part of  the college 
selection and application process.

PSAT
The PSAT/NMSQT, or Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship 

Qualifying Test, is a multiple-choice standardized test administered by the 
College Board and National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC).

An estimated 1.3 million high school juniors and sophomores take the 
test annually.  The scores from the PSAT are used to determine eligibility 
for the National Merit Scholarship Program.

The test is composed of three sections: Mathematics, Critical Reading, 
and Writing, and takes two hours and ten minutes to complete. Each of the 
three sections is scored on a scale of 20 to 80 points, which add up to a maxi-
mum composite score of 240 points. This parallels the SAT, which is graded 
on a scale of 200 to 800.   Unlike the new (2005) SAT, the new PSAT does 

not include higher-level mathematics (e.g., concepts from Algebra II) or an 
essay in its writing section (this section was added to the SAT in 2005).

Because of the timing of the test, it is often used to help students, their 
parents, and college admissions counselors to make plans about college 
applications.  The PSAT scores predict SAT scores rather well, and so al-
low for this  early planning of the college application process.  In addition, 
PSAT scores are used to identify National Merit Scholarship winners, fi-
nalists, and semifinalists.

Alabama High School Graduation Examination
Since 1983, the Alabama State Department of Education has required 

students to pass the a high school graduation examination in order to 
graduate from a public high school.  The Alabama High School Gradua-
tion Exam was introduced in 2001.  This is a multiple-choice test, generally 
written on the eleventh-grade level, which requires students to demonstrate 
what they have learned in their required courses.  It assesses students’ mas-
tery of content knowledge in reading, language, mathematics, science and 
social studies. Multiple opportunities to pass the test are provided, begin-
ning in the sophomore year.  

100% of last year’s seniors passed all five sections of the graduation exam.  
Of current seniors at Mountain Brook High School, 100% have passed the 
Language and Science sections and 99% have passed the Reading, Math, and 
Social Studies sections.  The small number of seniors who have not passed 
those sections are currently in a test preparation class to be sure than are 
prepared for the exam as there are additional opportunities to take it.

Advanced Placement Exams 2007

 National Mountain Brook

# of Exams 2,266,038 849

% scoring 5 14% 23%

% scoring 4 20% 29%

% scoring 3 26% 29%

Total % 3 or higher 59% 81%

34% 51%

PSAT — 2006
(Average Score on Scale of 20-80)

 National Mountain Brook

Critical Reading 47.5% 53.5%

Math 48.5% 55.3%

Writing 45.7% 52.9%
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Mountain Brook City 
Schools Foundation

CONTACT
INFORMATION:
Carmine Jordan, 

Executive Director 
MBCSF

POST OFFICE BOX 530834 
MOUNTAIN BROOK, AL 35253

414-0042
mbcsfoundation@bellsouth.net

Cash:  This is the simplest form of giving.  Most 
of the gifts to the Mountain Brook City 
Schools Foundation are made in the form of 
cash.

Securities:  There is a significant tax advantage 
with a donation of stocks, bonds or mutual 
fund shares. If  these securities have increased 
in value since they were purchased and you 
have owned them for the required length of 
time, you may claim a charitable income tax 
deduction for their full market value.  Stocks 
that are best to donate are those that have in-
creased significantly in value and that produce 
a low yield. 

Real Estate :  Like securities, real estate can appre-
ciate in value so that selling incurs substantial 
capital gains tax.  Gifting to the Foundation 
of appreciated property can have a significant 
tax advantage. You may choose to give real 
estate outright and receive an immediate tax 
deduction, or retain the use of the property 
during your lifetime and make a planned gift.

Bequest:  A bequest is a provision in your will 
to provide a gift to the Mountain Brook City 
Schools Foundation after your death.

Life Insurance:  A gift of life insurance is an ex-
cellent way of making a substantial contribu-
tion. The simplest way to make a gift of life 
insurance is to name the Mountain Brook City 
Schools Foundation as the beneficiary of the 
policy.  You can gift a paid-up life insurance 
policy, take out a new policy or donate an exist-
ing policy and continue to pay the premiums.

Matching gifts:  Many companies offer employ-
ees a matching gift benefit that doubles – and, 
in some cases, even triples your gift to the 
Mountain Brook City Schools Foundation.  
Check with your company’s human resources 
department, and send in the proper forms 
when you make your gift.

Honor and Memorial gifts:  You can make a do-
nation to the Mountain Brook City Schools 
Foundation in memory or honor of someone.   
It’s a great way to honor and give tribute to a 

teacher or anyone else you would like to rec-
ognize.  We provide donor cards for such gifts.  
Just call 414-0042 or email us at mbcsfounda-
tion@bellsouth.net.

REMINDER:
The Pension Protection Act of 2006 allows 

taxpayers who are over 70.5 years old to make 
gifts to a charity directly from their IRA ac-
count.  The distributions will be tax-free and 
avoid the penalty on early withdrawals.  Eligible 
taxpayers are allowed to donate up to $100,000 
per year from their IRA.  Since the distribution 
will not be included in taxable income, individu-
als will not be able to claim a tax deduction for 
the charitable contribution.  This provision is 
only effective for the years 2006 and 2007 so the 
transfer would have to be made prior to Decem-
ber 31, 2007.

There are many ways to give that can increase 
the value of your philanthropy. Be sure to talk 
with your tax and legal advisors to find the com-
bination that offers you the maximum benefit or 
call us at 414-0042 for more information.

Please join the Mountain Brook City Schools Foundation in

Mountain Brook city schools Foundation Board of directors
Billy Bates, Rich Bielen, John Bragg, Chad Crowther, Johnette Davis, 

Elizabeth M. Dunn, Douglas D. Eddleman, Glenn E. Estess, Jr., Stephen 
Favrot MD, W. Craig Fravert, Katherine R. Galloway, Hollis N. Gieger, Jr., 
Nancy Goedecke, Carolyn Goldstein, Pam Grayson, Cobb Hagan, Laurie 
Hereford, Amy M. Jackson, Thomas E. Jernigan, Jr., Samuel P. Johnson, 
Harry A. Kampakis, Gerard J. Kassouf, Dr. Joe B. LaRussa, Thomas G. 
Luckie, Bill McDougald, Mac M. Moorer, Kenneth H. Polk, William S. 
Pritchard, III, Peggy Rafield, Lisa Rutherford, Lloyd Shelton, Linda Stone, 
Jera G. Stribling, Bill Terry, D. A. Tynes, Cindy C. Williams

PLease cOnsideR a 
giFt tO the MOuntain 

BROOk city schOOLs 
FOundatiOn.

A pledge card is included in this 
publication.

If your employer matches charitable 
contributions, please send us your 
form along with your contribution.

Thanks to all of you who have taken the opportunity to donate to the Foundation.  We are grateful to the community for helping 
to support academic progress for the schools in Mountain Brook.  With your help we are making a difference.

You will receive a 15 Year Report in your mailbox soon. Please take the time to read this comprehensive look at the history and the 
accomplishments of the Foundation.

Also, please consider making a gift to the Foundation.  Some ways to give to this 501(c)3 organization and benefit our schools for 
years to come are as follows:

of Aiming Higher for our Schools
15 Years
celebrating




